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Pankaj Oudhia 
Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much 
work has been done to document valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj 
Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note “Traditional medicinal 
knowledge about Crocallis species (Lepidoptera: Pyralidae) feeding on Jason (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis) in 
Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online research document available 
through pankajoudhia.com. 
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Jason (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis) is a common, evergreen, ornamental shrub. Its flowers yield dark-purplish dye 
which is used for making shoe polishes. In Chhattisgarh, it is planted in home gardens. For the natives and 
traditional healers of Chhattisgarh, Jason is herb of religious and medicinal importance. All parts of Jason are 
used as folk medicine both internally as well as externally in treatment of many common diseases. Many insect 
species attack this garden plant. I have mentioned in previous articles that the traditional healers of Chhattisgarh 
use these insect species for medicinal purposes. Crocallis caterpillars infesting Jason leaves are also considered 
as medicinal insect. Through the recently conducted Ethnoentomological surveys I have collected valuable 
information on traditional medicinal uses of this caterpillar. The traditional healers of different regions use it for 
different purpose. The traditional healers of Raipur region use the dried caterpillars in powder form, in treatment 
of Daad (Ring worm) common in rainy season. In general it is applied externally on affected parts in form of 
aqueous paste but in complicated cases, it is used in combination with medicinal herbs. The combination of 
Charota (Cassia tora) seeds and caterpillar powder is one of the popularly used combinations. The traditional 
healers of Narharpur region boil the full fed caterpillars and prepare a decoction. This decoction is given 
internally. It is considered as promising laxative. In general, the decoction is given to purify the body before 
starting the systematic treatment. The caterpillars are not used with herbs for this purpose. Many healers of 
Southern Chhattisgarh consider it as blood purifier but I have yet not seen its practical uses. The traditional 
healers are not aware of its other traditional medicinal uses. Many healers use the caterpillars as such whereas 
many healers use it after purification. The healers performing purification operation informed that the purpose of 
purification is to eliminate its toxic contents. Through the on-going surveys I am trying my best to gather more 
details on this important aspect. 


The above mentioned traditional medicinal uses have yet not been reported in reference literatures. Through this 
article, it is coming for the first ttme among the world community. 


New Comments added on June, 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 7000 Formulations in which Crocallis is added 
as important ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of different diseases both internally as well as 
externally. In Scirpus, Kyllinga and Careya based Formulations for Blood cancer the Traditional Healers add 
Crocallis as secondary ingredient. They use Traditional Allelopathic Knowledge to enrich the ingredients before 
adding it in the Formulations. In Sagittaria, Nelumbo and Paspalum based Formulations for blood purification 
it is added as tertiary ingredient. In Arisaema and Colocasia based Formulations it is added as quaternary 
ingredient along with different species of Dioscorea. In Ficus mollis, Ficus religiosa and Ficus rumphii based 
Formulations it is added as quinary ingredient. These Formulations are popular among the Traditional Healers 
of Chhattisgarh. They use it in treatment of Sickle Cell Anemia. Many Healers perform purification process 
before adding Crocallis in the Formulations. 


In case of Acorus toxicity the Healers use Echinops based Formulations. Crocallis is added as secondary 
ingredient in these Formulations. In case of Curcuma Toxicity the Healers use Calotropis based Formulations. 
Crocallis is added as tertiary ingredient in these Formulations. In Tamarix based Formulations used to treat 
Chlorophytum excess Crocallis is added as senary ingredient. In case of Convolvulus Overdose the Healers use 
Cissus based Formulations. Crocallis is added as septenary ingredient in these Formulations. For information 
on complete formulations and dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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